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Newsletter

Friday 7th November
2025

To Parents and Carers,

It's been an absolute delight to welcome all the children back to school this week
after the half-term break! The energy and enthusiasm across the school have been
wonderful, and it's clear the children are refreshed and ready for an exciting half term
of learning.

%’ Super Starts to New Topics

We've made a truly super start to the week across all year groups, with lots of
exciting introductory activities to kick off their new topics. I'm incredibly impressed
with how well the children have settled back into their routines and embraced their
new learning adventures:

Reception and Nursery children have started exploring the wonders of space.
Year 1 got hands-on, exploring our local area by using tools like Google Maps.
Year 2 has introduced the fascinating world of dinosaurs and acted as junior
palaeontologists.

e Year 3 children got creative and practical by making their very own Roman
shields.
Year 4 delved into the world of Mayans looking at Mayan Glyphs
Year 5 explored the ancient kingdom of Benin
Year 6 are continuing with their topic from last half ‘Does the time fit the crime’

. Communicating with Class Teachers

We value open communication, but we must ensure the safety and smooth start of
the school day for all pupils.

Morning Contact: Please remember that you cannot speak directly with your class
teacher in the morning. Teachers must remain in the classrooms with the children
during this time. If you have a quick message, please pass it to the Senior Leader on
the school gate or the adults on the school doors.

Home Time Discussions: Teachers are available to talk to parents at hometime.
However, they will need to dismiss the whole class safely first before having a
conversation with you. This is a crucial safeguarding step to ensure all children get
home safely.



Raising a Concern: If you have a concern or a more detailed matter you would like
to raise, please message your class teacher via ClassDojo or send an email to the
dedicated school address: pelhamadmin@illuminateminds.org. Note on Email
Response: When emails are received from parents, they will be passed on to a
member of the Senior Leadership Team who are Miss Took, Miss Robinson, Miss
Cousins and Mrs Graham who will respond within 5 working days.

I Important Reminder: PE Kits

A quick reminder that all children need to bring their PE kits on their designated
PE days. Taking part in physical education is a vital part of the curriculum and helps
maintain focus throughout the day. We kindly ask that you ensure your child has their
full kit in school. If a child does forget their kit, we will offer them some school PE
gear (available for each year group) so they can still participate fully in the lesson.
Please help us by ensuring your child is prepared each week.

7| Key Dates for a Busy Half Term

This is going to be a busy half term, so please keep a close eye on the
school calendar and the dates below.

e 14th November - Children in Need Day: Children can wear something
yellow with their school uniform to support this important charity.

17th November - Individual School Photos

20th and 21st November - Reception Parent Phonics Workshops
24th and 25th November - Parent Consultations book using ARBOR
28th November - INSET day

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to a fantastic second
half of the autumn term!

Kind Regards,

Miss [ook
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mailto:pelhamadmin@illuminateminds.org

Dates for your Diary

Monday 10th Tuesday 11th Wednesday 12th Thursday 13th Friday 14th
November 2025 November 2025 November 2025 November 2025 November 2025
Anti-Bullying Week| Anti-Bullying Week | Anti-Bullying Week [Anti-Bullying Week| Anti-Bullying Week

Remembrance Day Reception Tour 2pm

Children in Need
wear yellow.

Attendance % & Number of Children

Lates
For W/E 07/11/25 Class Attendance Lates
Caterpillars 93.9% 4
Bumblebees 91.2% 2
Ladybirds 94.1% 1
Butterflies 87.0% 1
Dragonflies 90.0% 5
Kangaroos 96.7% 0
Koalas 94.0% 0
Penguins 92.6% 0
Polar Bears 93.0% 4
Challenge- Let's hit the 96% Flamingos 96.7% 4
mairk for all classes. Those
classes who have had the Pelicans 95.8% 2
biggest impr[c;\:f?_;r?ent will win a Giraffes 93.3% p
Zebra 100% 1
Parakeets 94.2% 2
Starlings 92.5% 0
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Information

S |ll—
Head Llce HappensI

How to Spot, Prevent & Treat Head Lice

HOW TO SPOT THEM:
®  LOTS OF HEAD SCRATCHING -
ESPECIALLY BEHIND EARS OR AT
THE NAPE OF THE NECK.
* TINY WHITE OR YELLOW EGGS
(NITS) STUCK TO THE HAIR CLOSE

’ TO THE SCALP.
SMALL GREY OR BROWN LICE

'I'HA‘I' MOVE GI.HCNI.Y THROUGH THE




.l “ Suggested donations:

Boxes of chocolates -
W Unwanted toys (new or in good condition) ¢
e Unwanted gifts such as candles or gift e
= T toiletries A |
Bottles of soft or alcoholic drinks & & °_
Anything festive or suitable to help with ﬁ &
" | fairt.,, = ¢ » . e




Information

Health and

Wellbeing: Girl
) Ee\::?tt i EB)

Oxleas is inviting girls aged 10-
17 to help us design a listening
event made by and for young

girls

NHS
3

The aim of the workshop is to co-produce a
pop-up event and space for girls, bespoke
to meeting their needs and areas of
interest, to listen and hear from them
around issues affecting their health and
wellbeing.

If you are interested in being involved,
please can you either scan the QR code, or
send us an email -
ox|-tr.cypparticipatione@nhs.net




Admission to Reception in
September 2026

Children born between 1 September
2021 and 31 August 2022 will be due to
start in Reception in September 2026.
The application period will be open on

1 September 2025 and the closing date

is 16 January 2026.

Apply on line at: A 0o ror paneni and Eate
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/ GUIDINGYOUNGIVOICES
. TOIMAKEAIDIEEERENCE
More information visit: L e
https:/ /www.bexley.gov.uk/services/sch

ools-and-education/primary-schools/s
tarting-primary-school

When dropping off and collecting your children to and
from school, please can you be mindful of our neighbours.

Attached with this week’s Newsletter in
ThEY have G{E]'ﬂtaptﬂd Ihe school Elnlill asked (at you do ParentMail is the Wake Up Wednesdays
not block their driveways and more importantly do not guide on “Conspiracy Theories”

park them. Thank you in advance for your support

If you would like to speak to a
member of the school leadership
team please email

pelhamadmin@illuminateminds.org

We Dream Big
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